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health issues. All veterans are entitled to
the best health care we can give them; and

Whereas, According to the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office, several vari-
ables affect a veteran’s ability to access VA
health care. Veterans may have difficulty
travelling to a distant facility for care or be
unable to secure an appointment in an ac-
ceptable period of time to deal quickly with
a medical issue; and

Whereas, To provide a more flexible VA
health care system, Congress enacted the
Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability
Act of 2014, allowing for care outside of the
traditional VA system. Under the act, the
new Choice Program will provide many vet-
erans with VA compensated health care at a
non-VA center, providing more timely ap-
pointments, less bureaucratic red tape, and
easier travel; and

Whereas, As currently structured, the
Choice Program limits non-VA health care
to veterans residing more than 40 miles from
a VA health facility. The law does not dif-
ferentiate between types of VA health care
facilities. Therefore, a veteran living near a
small VA clinic but needing specialty cardi-
ology care at a VA facility 100 miles away
will not be allowed to access private cardi-
ology care. Also, the program requires that
every appointment for care be cleared by a
program manager: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate Concurring), That we urge the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs and
the United States Congress to create a pilot
program in Michigan instituting a flexible
Veterans Choice Card system structured
similar to a traditional health care program
for all veterans in Michigan; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Michigan congressional delega-
tion, and the United States Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs.

POM-131. A petition by a citizen from the
State of Texas urging the United States Con-
gress to propose, for ratification by special
conventions held within the individual
states, an amendment to the United States
Constitution which would establish a proce-
dure by which members of the United States
Senate and of the United States House of
Representatives may be involuntarily re-
moved from office by means of a recall elec-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute and an amendment
to the title and with an amended preamble:

S. Res. 99. A resolution calling on the Gov-
ernment of Iran to fulfill its promises of as-
sistance in the case of Robert Levinson, the
longest held United States civilian in our
Nation’s history.

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, without amendment and
with a preamble:

S. Res. 330. A resolution congratulating the
Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet for win-
ning the 2015 Nobel Peace Prize.

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with amendments and
with a preamble:

S. Res. 361. A resolution urging robust
funding for humanitarian relief for Syria.
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EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

*Beth F. Cobert, of California, to be Direc-
tor of the Office of Personnel Management
for a term of four years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN):

S. 2527. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the mental health
treatment provided by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to veterans who served in clas-
sified missions; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. NELSON:

S. 2528. A bill to promote the safe manufac-
ture, use, and transportation of lithium bat-
teries and cells, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Ms.
CANTWELL, and Ms. MURKOWSKI):

S. 2529. A bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to require
that the Buy American purchase require-
ment for the school lunch program include
fish harvested within United States waters,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 2530. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the exemption
for certain aircraft from the excise taxes on
transportation by air; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN):

S. 25631. A bill to authorize State and local
governments to divest from entities that en-
gage in commerce-related or investment-re-
lated boycott, divestment, or sanctions ac-
tivities targeting Israel, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. 2632. A bill to authorize appropriations
for the Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund and the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 2533. A bill to provide short-term water
supplies to drought-stricken California and
provide for long-term investments in
drought resiliency throughout the Western
United States; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. TOOMEY:

S. 2534. A bill to amend the National Child
Protection Act of 1993 to establish a perma-
nent background check system for private
security officers; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN):

S. 25635. A bill to provide deadlines for cor-

rosion control treatment steps for lead and
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copper in drinking water, and other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.
By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr.
MORAN):

S. 2536. A bill to require the Administrator
of the Federal Aviation Administration to
issue a notice of proposed rulemaking re-
garding the inclusion in aircraft medical
kits of medications and equipment to meet
the emergency medical needs of children; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. 2537. A bill to amend the Anti-Terrorism
Act of 1987 with respect to certain prohibi-
tions regarding the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization under that Act; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. SES-
SIONS):

S. 2538. A bill to provide resources and in-
centives for the enforcement of immigration
laws in the interior of the United States and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. BALDWIN,
Mr. REED, Ms. WARREN, Mr. DURBIN,
Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 2539. A bill to amend the Social Security
Act to provide for mandatory funding, to en-
sure that the families that have infants and
toddlers, have a family income of not more
than 200 percent of the applicable Federal
poverty guideline, and need child care have
access to high-quality infant and toddler
child care by the end of fiscal year 2026, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SULLIVAN,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Ms. HIRONO):

S. Res. 370. A resolution recognizing that
for nearly 40 years, the United States and
the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) have worked toward stability, pros-
perity, and peace in Southeast Asia; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. HATCH,
Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr. SASSE):

S. Con. Res. 30. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing concern over the disappearance of
David Sneddon, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8. M1

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 71,
a bill to preserve open competition and
Federal Government neutrality to-
wards the labor relations of Federal
Government contractors on Federal
and federally funded construction
projects.

S. 391

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
391, a bill to preserve and protect the
free choice of individual employees to
form, join, or assist labor organiza-
tions, or to refrain from such activi-
ties.
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